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CHEC Mission Statement:
Human Ecology embraces the principles of natural and moral
philosophy. It draws on knowledge and understanding from the
sciences and humanities, to develop and promote holistic,
integrative, sustainable initiatives, ideas and developmental
projects to enhance and strengthen people’s relationships with
each other and the natural and built environment on which they
depend.
Human Ecology operates at all levels of human co-operation, from
families and communities to global initiatives such as those of the
United Nations agencies. Human Ecology emphasises the
contribution of the individual, the sharing of skills and experiences,
and the dignity and insight of social and cultural and religious
experiences. From this standpoint, human ecology works to create
sustainable, lasting improvements in people’s lives by fostering
projects that engage and enhance the skills of local communities,
involve all sectors of society, improve livelihoods and maintain
environmental benefits.
Human Ecology is a philosophy and a process, constantly learning
and adapting, but educating, encouraging and stimulating others.
It has become an academic field of enquiry, a developmental
philosophy, an approach to sustainability, and a new means of
unifying political, economic and social endeavours to provide a
meaningful future for rural and urban people everywhere.
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The year under review has again been an extremely
busy one for CHEC

The year started sadly with the death of
CHEC’s Founder Patron, Zena Daysh
CNZM who died on 23rd March 2011 after
a short illness. The many tributes from
around the world emphasised this loss.
Her funeral and memorial event in
London were very well attended and
demonstrated how much Zena is missed.
In December 2011, a Memorial service
and other events were held in New
Plymouth, New Zealand, when her fellow
New Zealanders celebrated Zena’s life and
work. CHEC’s London Office was
represented by John and Sue Bonham.
Zena left a great legacy for the future
of human ecology. Her bequest to the
University of Waikato is going to be used
to fund the Dr Zena Daysh Doctoral
Fellowships in Sustainability, available to
postgraduate students across a wide
range of subject areas. The ViceChancellor, Professor Roy Crawford of the
University of Waikato said the university
is pleased to be able to offer a
scholarship of this kind. “Sustainability
is integral to our teaching and learning
and Zena was a pioneer of sustainability.
She promoted university programmes all
over the world that motivated individuals
and groups to take a holistic and
environmentally sustainable approach to
development."
The bequest was acknowledged at a
luncheon and guests heard contributions
from University of Waikato alumni and
former Hamilton Mayor Margaret Evans
and John Bonham, who was Zena’s close
confidant and friend over the years.
Margaret Evans said “the contribution
Zena Daysh has made to the world has
been absolutely huge in the field of
human ecology and her legacy will be
remembered by many people”.

A special CHEC Points was published
in June 2011with a collection of tributes
to Zena from all around the
Commonwealth and beyond.

John Bonham, CHEC, surrounded by the
Chancellor, Rt Hon Jim Bolger and Professor Roy
Crawford, Vice Chancellor, University of Waikato

Due to the proposed redevelopment of
Church House, where CHEC has had its
office for over 10 years, the necessity to
find new office premises at the end of the
year meant a somewhat hectic time but
thanks to much help from staff,
volunteers and friends this was
completed before Christmas.
Against this background of
considerable change, CHEC has
continued to assist actively in a number
of projects and attended the Perth
CHOGM, as described in the next few
pages. CHEC is now busy carrying out
its 2012/13 project schedule and is
planning for the future in what will be
another highly active year.
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2. CHEC PROJECTS
work on issues affecting poorer men and
women within the Lake Victoria region.
Earlier work of CIANEA was reported in
CHEC Points No. 35 published in 2010.

Gender Mainstreaming:
CHEC was very pleased to receive a
Special Grant from the Commonwealth
Foundation under its Women as Agents
for Change special programme. This was
organised by Patricia Kabatabazi, leader
of the Community based Impact
Assessment Network for Eastern Africa
(CIANEA), with support from CHEC’s
former Chairman, Emeritus Professor Ian
Douglas. The Grant has been used to
facilitate a regional workshop on Capacity
Building in Gender Mainstreaming in
Water Resource Management. This
evaluates trainers and trainees through
discussions and in training sessions.
The 36 participants at the workshop,
which was held 16th – 21st January 2012,
comprised women, men and youth from
women’s associations, higher educational
institutions, cultural institutions,
government sectors, local councils, and
civil society sectors from Burundi, Kenya,
Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda.
Patricia Kabatabazi’s outstanding
leadership has been the key to the
success of these projects.

Vocational training for girls at Piduguralla,
Andhra Pradesh, India:
Many Indian school aged children still
work as labourers in degraded, polluted
environments. Within a 10 km radius of
Piduguralla, there are about 300 lime
kilns and rock crushing factories where
hundreds of poor labourers are
employed. About 700 child labourers
(aged 5-16) work in kilns, quarries and
factories, for 8 to 10 hours daily for 50
US cents carrying waste materials,
breaking stones and carrying baskets of
lime. They live in small huts around the
kilns, without water, electricity or
sanitation.
A project was financed by the British
and Foreign Schools Society (BFSS), with
CHEC as the facilitator, organising the
funding of the project, which helped 120
girls through counselling of parents and
vocational training in tailoring and
embroidery.

Workshop delegates, January 2012

CIANEA’s workshops for Training of
Trainers were developed from early
discussions at the 2007 Kampala
CHOGM. Three earlier workshops on
gender mainstreaming in integrated
water resource management were held in
2009 and 2010. CHEC is extremely
grateful to the Commonwealth
Foundation for supporting this
programme. These workshops have led
to the development of training manuals
for Gender and Water Ambassadors, who

Girls at the embroidery machines at the
AWARD Centre

CHEC’s local partner, the Association
for Welfare Activities for Rural
Development (AWARD), opened a
tailoring and embroidery centre at Rasul
Pet, Piduguralla, close to the children’s
homes. An embroidery teacher and a
tailoring teacher were appointed and
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taught an initial group of 58 girls, who
had been working in lime kilns, for six
months. A second group was taken on
for the second half of the year. The girls
spent two hours a day at the centre,
learning how to make garments, how to
stitch blouses, skirts, petticoats, shirts,
pants and dresses. They received some
basic education in mathematics and
other skills. The aim was to give them
and their families another source of
income instead of labouring.
The project ended in December 2011,
and CHEC is now preparing a new
application from APT Social Service
Society in Andhra Pradesh to BFSS to
provide educational training for 200
vulnerable and tribal children. CHEC
will again facilitate this project, if the
application is successful, and has given
moral support to ATP in other
applications it has made to help the
deprived children in this area.

Communique and the Perth Declaration on
Food Security Principles (para. 3.b.ii). The
project was also consulted by the Prince‘s
Charities International Sustainability
Unit in preparation of their report
Fisheries in Transition.
Nicholas Watts had the opportunity to
attend a series of meetings regarding
fisheries, such as a European Parliament
meeting about fisheries and the oil
industry; a London Metropolitan School
of Advanced Studies meeting on ‘Climate
Change in the Caribbean’, on 13th April
2011; and a CA/B meeting held in March
2011, which had been keen on trade and
consumer attitudes. Representatives from
Fair Trade and Waitrose were present.
Participants were able to speak to
Ministers about fisheries covering food
security, mangroves and ‘where the fish
come from and where it goes’ themes.

For more information about the
Fisheries Programme please visit the
website:
www.CommonwealthFisheries.org

Fisheries programme:
To follow up the work on governance of
inshore fisheries and the sustainability of
livelihoods of fisher-folk communities
around the Commonwealth reported in
2010, CHEC and its partner in this
project, the Commonwealth Policy
Studies Unit (since renamed
Commonwealth Advisory Bureau – CA/B)
arranged an international meeting to
consult on priorities for follow-up work.
This concentrated on consolidating and
applying the findings of the first phase of
the Commonwealth Fisheries Programme
(CFP) and worked to build partnerships
for further work, including dissemination
of the lessons that were identified from
Phase 1.
A presentation was given by
Dr Nicholas Watts to the CPF Workshop
on Climate Change, Environment and
Disaster management in Perth, Australia.
A CHEC pamphlet was also circulated to
all delegations at CHOGM entitled
“A Commonwealth Fisheries Policy:
A Call to Action to Secure Sustainability
for Livelihood, Food and Biodiversity”.
The recommendations seem to have been
reflected in both the CHOGM

Schools at University for Climate
Energy (SAUCE):
2011 saw the conclusion of the European
Union’s Intelligent Energy Europe three
year project SAUCE, with the publication
of the SAUCE Handbook and SAUCE
Resources Guide (www.schools-atuniversity.eu). This project brings
primary school children into universities
to experience the higher education
environment, and to see how they, as
children, through their later studies in
the arts, social and natural sciences and
technology, can make a contribution to
renewable energy provision and climate
change adaptation and mitigation.
CHEC, having supported the UK
programme, is now seeking to support
dissemination of the project to other
Commonwealth countries, first through
Cyprus and Malta, as EU Commonwealth
partners, and then more widely through
local and regional partner universities.
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3. MEETINGS
The Perth Commonwealth: Peoples Forum and Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting:
CHEC has had representatives at events
around CHOGMs since the1970s. With
the changing nature of these meetings,
CHEC’s role has had to adapt. This time
CHEC were able to have a strong
delegation, accredited and attending
several events around the November
meeting in Perth, Australia, consisting of
Donnell Davis, Envirobusiness, Brisbane,
Mark Robinson and Nicholas Watts all
from the CHEC Board.
These three delegates have kindly
provided their individual views on the
Perth events and the contacts they made.

ones addressing the ‘Women as Agents of
Change’ theme, and was a valuable
addition to the CHEC team. Mark
Robinson chaired a successful Education
meeting, and was also a source of key
advice on protocol and timing, helping us
ensure our documents got to delegations,
and that we got access to key events.
Norm and Pat Stannard, from CHEC New
Zealand, although sadly unable to be
there, were a constant source of advice
and support in the background,
encouraging us to work with New
Zealand colleagues, and providing us
with a draft CHEC text to CHOGM.
The meeting itself was deeply
disappointing to civil society from the
point of view of its failure to adopt the
majority of the main proposals of the
Eminent Persons Group, in particular the
call for a Human Rights Commissioner,
and in the commitment to hold the
following CHOGM in Sri Lanka without
guarantees of progress on truth and
reconciliation. Many Civil Society
Organisations may have qualms about
attending. Others hope that the
normative pressures on hosts at CHOGM
may help facilitate some resolution of the
deep-seated international concerns about
reports of genocide and war crimes
allegedly committed on all sides in the
Civil War.
From the point of view of issues of key
concern to CHEC we saw major progress
on fisheries issues, in the context of food
security, and so were able to build on the
success at Port of Spain in 2009, where
fisheries and marine governance were
recognised as requiring ‘urgent action’,
but where little action had been
forthcoming in the interim.
CHEC presented a summary of our
fisheries recommendations to the CPF
session on Climate Change and Disaster
Management

Nicholas Watts
Comments by Nicholas Watts:
Western Australia proved exemplary
hosts to the Perth CHOGM, with an
efficient welcome at the airport, a warm
reception by the local population, and a
spectacular opening ceremony.
The CHOGM itself was commendably
open to all. We had access to the
Delegates’ lounge, which provided
excellent opportunities for distributing
the CHEC ‘Call to Action’ for
Commonwealth sustainable fisheries
policy (see below). An antipodean
CHOGM also meant we were in a position
to enjoy the support of ‘local’ colleagues
(a bit of a stretch, given the distances,
but I did go to a football match on the
Saturday preceding CHOGM to watch
Perth Glory play Wellington Phoenix, so
New Zealand is part of the ‘local’ First
Division!). Donnell Davis was active
across a range of meetings, in particular
6

The Perth Declaration on Food
Security Principles gives us a much
better basis on which to seek positive
action for sustainable fisheries and
improved marine governance
(http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news
/241600/291011foodsecurity.htm), in
particular sections 4, 7 and 11). If we
compare this text with our own final
input I would like to think we have had
some impact. Overall, we are much
further on than in the 2009 wording, and
the documents give further impetus to
CHEC’s work on fisheries and marine
governance.

(http://www.commonwealthfoundation.com/
NewsArticle.aspx?articleID=190), run by

Mihir Bhatt of the All India Disaster
Mitigation Institute (AIDMI), a promising
possible partner for CHEC in work on
fisherfolk livelihoods, subject to
consultation with CHEC India. A number
of Western Australia (WA) mayors, as well
as the Minister for Environment were in
attendance for the whole seminar, so I
hope we can develop further links with
WA. We also managed to deliver the
CHEC Call to Action into the hands of
several Heads of Government at the
Secretary General's reception, which was
small enough to provide direct access to
Heads and I had a lengthy discussion
with the President of the Seychelles, who
was very interested in the fisheries policy
proposal. Others to whom I gave the
document included the Prime Minister of
Mauritius and the President of Sri Lanka,
the next two CHOGM hosts, as well as
the current Chair of AOSIS, Dessina
Williams, and senior delegates
(Permanent Secretaries or Ministers) from
Cameroon, Mozambique, Tonga, Sierra
Leone and Antigua and Barbuda, as well
as Kevin Rudd, Foreign Minister of
Australia. These contacts supplemented
the distribution of three copies of the
‘Call to Action’ to each delegation through
the formal channels.
It is also worth pointing out, once
again, the great hospitality and
assistance we enjoyed from our hosts in
Perth. The University of Western
Australia UNIPRINT centre turned our
document around overnight, so that we
could deliver the required 175 copies for
distribution to delegates on time, and we
had plenty of copies (300 printed in total)
for distribution to delegations at all
levels.
On Sunday, the Small States put out a
statement on food security with the
approval of CHOGM, although I feel the
wording in the CHOGM final
communique itself could have been
stronger. See further:
(http://www.thecommonwealth.org/docu
ment/241631/communique.htm, in
particular sections 3 a-f; 7c and 8 c).

Delegates at Peoples Forum
Mark Robinson and I were able to
participate in the meeting with Foreign
Ministers and ask questions of them.
Kevin Rudd chaired the best session of
its kind so far at CHOGMs, allowing civil
society representatives up to three
minutes each before opening the floor to
his peers (of whom the first indulged in a
lengthy and familiar diatribe against civil
society, which could have undermined
the meeting had it been delivered early
on).
While the call for a Commonwealth
(Sustainable) Fisheries Policy was not
specifically endorsed, many of our
recommendations were, and there is
nothing to prevent a 'coalition of the
willing' across concerned governments,
civil society organisations, academia and
private sector partners to start outlining
what such a policy would look like. I
hope CHEC can offer to coordinate the
beginnings of such an initiative.
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I was impressed with the capacity of
the newly introduced Indian Ocean
Marine Research Centre (IOMRC) at the
Oceans Institute of the University of
Western Australia (UWA), which promises
an integrated approach to marine policy
and engineering to help sustain the
marine environment both as a food
source and as a carbon sink. Prof Carlos
Duarte, director of both the Oceans
Institute and the IOMRC, and also part
based in Mallorca, expressed interest in
the possibility of involvement in a
regional 'knowledge network' for the
Indian Ocean CHOGMs, and I would
hope UWA might become a hub, or host,
for a regional initiative of the kind CHEC
has proposed in its submission to
CHOGM.
I would also like to say that I was
graciously hosted, privately, in Perth, and
had to travel into the conference centre
on the excellent public transit system
every morning - departing from
Bayswater station, which made me feel I
had never left Church House!








Donnell Davis

Comment by Donnell Davis:
CHEC was represented in the CHOGM
Commonwealth Peoples Forum (CPF) and
side events by Mark Robinson, Nicholas
Watts, and Donnell Davis. Ian Douglas
and Norm Stannard (our New Zealand
representative) could not attend, and
were much missed, although they drafted
a CHEC Communiqué, which we were
able to distribute.
The logistics in preparation for the CPF
were quite different with:
 Regional consultation (4-hour
meetings in several regions with
limited lead time and background
information)

A CPF statement printed in
advance for delegations, but not
reviewed by CPF delegates.
Few people were aware of the
Eminent Persons Report to
CHOGM until November. It was
not circulated to civil society or
foreign ministers at the beginning
of the week. There was
disappointment that civil society
could not properly support any of
the 106 recommendations, as
approval was not given until after
the end of the program and not
shared online till November.
Britain’s Foreign Secretary,
William Hague, expressed his
disappointment at this in the
Foreign Ministers’ meeting with
Commonwealth Civil Society
Organisations.
Limited numbers of places were
allowed, with 250 overall and 100
only from Australia. Most
representatives “wore several hats”
and introduced themselves for
comments with the respective
titles appropriate for the sessions.
A paid registration was required
and the facilities, food and drinks
were excellent.
The CPF program comprised
learning journeys, specified
workshops (8 themes), special
sessions, and receptions.
Delegates were required to
nominate in advance for all of
these sessions. A flavour of these
follows.

“The Sustainability Day” learning journey
We traced the Swan River as we heard
the chequered history of settlement of the
area, and why engineers straightened the
river. Today, the public access to the
river allows all to appreciate the
landscapes. The recent rainfall for Perth
(which has endured 42 years of drought)
meant that the place never looked better.
The gardens are watered with treated
sewage, and all are planted in CHOGM
designs. Gardens are a luxury in this
sand based dry city.
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Chapters. CUSP has 60 PhD students
with several of them introducing their
work to us. Another Senator spoke to us
about proposed public transport for West
Australia and the novel ways required to
campaign. There was an excellent buzz
in the room as “like minds” found each
other.
We visited encroaching development
on public spaces, with horror. Public
green-space was converted to public golf
course that converted to member-based
golf course that converted to private
housing around the golf course with
gated communities. This privatisation of
public open space is rampant everywhere
in Australia. We are precious about
public access to open space and each of
the participants on this “learning
journey” became allies by the end of the
day.
CPF workshop
My involvement in workshops was limited
to Democracy and Governance, Gender,
Climate, Migration and Development, and
Eminent Persons Overview. My
participation was relatively active in all
sessions I attended.
The most outstanding speakers were
Executive Director of CIVICUS, Jill Iliffe
from the Commonwealth Nurses
Federation and a member of the Ramphal
Commission on Migration and Malcolm
Fraser (former PM) and Justice Michael
Kirby (EPG) with a ‘Micro finance for
women’ video.

Indigenous Cultural Precinct
We visited an aboriginal digital radio
station that dedicated some time to
teaching traditional language to younger
people, told traditional stories, lobbied for
reform of the constitution and dealt with
men’s issues through debating on air.
We visited the indigenous precinct
where small business incubators were
aligned with training rooms for general
use, with a café/restaurant specialising
in apprenticeships and selling bush
tucker.
The precinct also included an
indigenous law unit and a museum for
repatriated items.
Senator Rachel Seiwart
She is an agricultural scientist by
background and Federal Greens Party
Whip. Rachel chairs several federal
government committees, including
Environment, Rural and Regional Affairs,
and transport with strong input to the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Titles
Review. She explained the history of
Hyde Park where we questioned some of
the reforms for Australia. Ministers for
Greens from other countries attended.
Parliament House for West Australia
We attended as guests of the Member for
Legislative Council, Lynn McLaren. She
discussed some of the matters before
Parliament including an expensive road
highway proposal (PPP) over endangered
bio-diverse wetlands, to run parallel to a
current road. Alternative low carbon rail
was previously proposed for both freight
and passenger along the current corridor.
Public transport outside Perth CBD
needs attention. We were shown around
the grand architecture, local art designed
specifically for storytelling in board
rooms. We were provided comprehensive
history of WA parliament and the role
that five strong women undertook.
We were shown special places of
ecological and indigenous and spiritual
significance before reaching Curtin
University’s Sustainability Policy Institute
in Freemantle as guests of Professor
Peter Newman, formerly Sustainability
Commissioner for both NSW and WA.
Peter is leader for IPCC Report on
Transport and Low Carbon City

Mark Robinson

Summary by Mark Robinson:
Much of what I could say has already
been covered by Nicholas and Donnell.
The delight about the Perth CHOGM was
that CHEC was seen in so many places.
On the Friday afternoon, I attended, with
9

Nicholas Watts, a seminar organised by
the Commonwealth Round Table’s
Journal of International Affairs, of which
I am the Hon treasurer. This seminar
was followed by a superb lecture by the
Rt Hon Malcolm Fraser, former Prime
Minister of Australia, followed by a
dinner with many distinguished guests,
including Britain’s Commonwealth
Minister Lord Howell. The value of
attending CHOGM’s and the CPF lies in
the networking it brings about. I chaired
the first session of the Education
Assembly and hosted a meeting for the
Zimbabwe fellows who were able to come
to CHOGM thanks to the Commonwealth
Foundation, assisted by the Royal
Commonwealth Society. The
Commonwealth Organisations Committee

on Zimbabwe circulated a pamphlet,
printed by the Commonwealth
Foundation, on the situation and needs
in that country and this was circulated to
Heads of Government, who reaffirmed
their wish that Zimbabwe re-join the
Commonwealth, when the situation in
that country allowed it. There was no
such thing as spare time during the
duration of these meetings, but CHEC
can say job well done and “so forward to
Sri Lanka”. CHEC’s publications and
journal were on hand in the CPF and
read by many delegates.

The full CHOGM report can be found at
www.thecommonwealth.org

XVIII Conference of the Society for Human Ecology (SHE)
Both Ian Douglas and Eva Ekehorn
attended the SHE conference in Monte
Lago, Nevada, USA from 20th to 23rd April
2011 on the theme: Human Responsibility
and Environmental Change: Planning,
Process, and Policy. CHEC sponsored
this meeting together with the College of
the Atlantic, Northern Arizona University
and the German Society for Human
Ecology (DGH). SHE had chosen Las
Vegas as the venue for this conference for
several reasons. Many members are
interested in the sustainability and
viability of metropolitan regions with
scarce resources and Las Vegas is the
archetypal city for resource overuse and
poor environmental management.
Speakers addressed resource use and
scarcity in arid environments, using the
Las Vegas region as a prime example of
what to do and what not to do.
Ian Douglas, who was the outgoing
President of SHE, gave the keynote

address on Water and Cities: Their
Uncertain Future Human Ecology. Many
sessions were related to water issues.
The next SHE conference is to be held at
the Australian National University in
Canberra from 3rd - 8th February 2013 on
the theme: “Decisions that Work: Linking
Sustainability, Environmental
Responsibility and Human Well-being”.
CHEC is sponsoring this conference once
again and will organise at least two
symposia: one on urban sustainability
and eco-polis development and one on
women adapting to climate change on
oceanic islands.

For more information on the Canberra
Conference, please visit the website:
www.SocietyforHumanEcology.org

UN Meetings
Narelle Townsend attended World Habitat
Day and the World Urban Forum High
Level Youth Assembly and she provided

an excellent and informative report. The
theme was “Cities and Climate Change”
and the local New York Office for
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UN-Habitat co-hosted its observance
event with the Consortium for
Sustainable Urbanization. This took the
form of a high level discussion for a
revised development agenda engaging
government authorities and experts in
ways of meeting challenges implicit in
this on-going environmental phenomenon
and its impact on liveable cities.
The World Urban Forum High Level
Youth assembly attracted a large number

of young people from Latin America, but
many expressed concern that they
needed to become more engaged with the
UN and needed more information about
the work of other youth groups. The
dominant concern was employment, but
they also attached great importance to
access to shelter and a cleaner
environment.

4. PUBLICATIONS
resource use, especially fish. Another
article discussed the Pacific Islands and
their changing relationships with large
Commonwealth and with powerful Asian
neighbours. A special section dealt with
human ecology education, with reports
on the programmes at Brussels’s Free
University and at the Australian National
University in Canberra.

Journal ‘Human Ecology’ No. 24
Human Ecology Journal No. 24
CONTENTS
CHEC IN THE AUSTRALIAN
HINTERLAND
The Indian Ocean and the destiny of the world
Ian Douglas
China’s Challenges to the Commonwealth in
the South Pacific
Pat Stannard
A letter from New Zealand
Keith Thompson
HUMAN ECOLOGY EDUCATION
Human Ecology as open transdisciplinary
inquiry Robert Dyball
Quo Vadis human ecology?
Luc Hens
& Charles Suzanne
Why it is good to be a human ecologist
Eva Ekehorn
HUMAN ECOLOGY IN PRACTICE
Tourist development in Nigeria and its impact
on poverty reduction
Lasisi Isiaka Adesanya
Post disaster response and recovery –
Regan Pontangaroa

CHEC Points 36:
Tribute to Zena Daysh
This issue of CHEC Points celebrated the
life and achievements of Zena through
many of the tributes from her friends and
colleagues from around the
Commonwealth and beyond.

CHEC published issue No. 24 of the
Journal Human Ecology in October in
time to be used to promote CHEC and
Human Ecology at CHOGM. It
concentrated specifically on the
Commonwealth countries around
Australia. The introduction focussed on
the Indian Ocean – ‘the Commonwealth
Pond’ – as it is surrounded by
Commonwealth countries with shared
interest in trade, politics, and natural

Zena Daysh in an audience with
Indira Gandhi in 1979
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Sincere thanks are due to Ian
Douglas, Bill Saunders, Geoffrey
Wandesforde-Smith and Eva Ekehorn,
who also helped with the layout, and
for their constructive criticism of the
original draft of the document.

Pamphlet on Fisheries:
Nicholas Watts produced a pamphlet
for the CHOGM on issues related to a
Commonwealth Fisheries Policy: A
Call to Action to Secure Sustainability
for Livelihood, Food and Biodiversity”.

Eminent Persons Group (EPG)
Mark Robinson wrote CHEC’s original
submission to the EPG, which was
published on their website. Several
CHEC members responded to the EPG
interim report. Eleanor Morris and
Narelle Townsend concentrated on the
Commonwealth role within the UN
bodies, while Nicholas Watts took up
issues around the work that the
Commonwealth can do on Fisheries
and Sustainable Livelihoods.
Nicholas also responded on CHEC’s
behalf to the subsequent inquiry by
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the
House of Commons (FAC) on the role
of the Commonwealth, where he
specially highlighted the part the
Commonwealth could play in
supporting a sustainable fishing
policy. Mark Robinson presented a
personal paper based on his long
involvement with the organisation and
was called to give evidence in
April 2012.

Key Issues for Commonwealth Action
1. Develop a Commonwealth Sustainable
Fisheries Policy (CSFP) based on principles of
an equity and sustainability, to underpin a
unified Commonwealth voice in international
negotiations as well as a strategy for
implementation of the CSFP.
2. Design and, in partnership with others,
secure funding for a strategy for improved
regional integration of fisheries policy
especially for small-scale fisheries (SSFs).
3. Support capacity development of fisherfolk
organizations to engage effectively as
partners in securing an equitable and
sustainable fisheries policy
4. Support high-level capacity development in
fisheries governance and negotiations
5. Secure agreement on adaptation measures
for SSFs and their communities threatened
with climate change impacts including
inundations from sea-level rise, ocean
acidification and extreme weather events.
6. Support the initiative against organized
IUU-fishing to have illegal fishing declared a
transnational organized crime.

5. COMHABITAT
CHEC is a partner within ComHabitat,
which is made up of several
Commonwealth organisations and is
supported by the Secretariat and the
Foundation. This body has partnership
status with UN-Habitat, the UN Centre
for Human Settlements and works
actively to promote human settlements
and rural development projects. CHEC
has been represented at several World
Urban Forums and has been given great
support in this and all related activity by
Narelle Townsend, CHEC’s Representative
in New York.

ComHabitat has developed a Draft
Strategic Plan paper which emphasises
three main areas:
1) An inclusive cities network, put
forward by the Commonwealth Local
Government Forum (CLGF) after
meetings in Ahmedabad and
Johannesburg. CLGF is in the
forefront of the urban agenda.
2) Climate change has been of great
interest to CHEC and the Manchester
Conference highlighted this.
3) Local Economic Development has
been taken on board and CHEC could
12

consider ways of becoming more
involved in this.
Michael Mutter, a CHEC Board Member,
monitored the CLGF Conference, on
15th – 18th March 2011 in Cardiff and the

CCGHS meeting held on 12th April 2011
at which the Strategic Plan was
approved. Eleanor Morris spends much
valuable time monitoring this activity for
CHEC.

6. NEWS FROM CHEC CHAPTERS
CHEC has many contacts and friends
around the Commonwealth and beyond.
Many of these contacts are affiliated
organisations, with the same ideas and
goals as CHEC. Here are three small
highlights from our friends in Kenya,
Pakistan and India:

behalf of CHEC Pakistan and he would be
responsible for the cleaner’s salary and
other facilities. To cut a long story short,
here are the pictures of the room where
the Trash can was fixed with CHEC
Pakistan written on
it. CHEC Pakistan developed two posters
(one in English and the other one in Urdu
- our State language).”

CHEC Kenya is giving attention on
search for fees for the vulnerable and
orphan children in their community.
Some have been able to go to school and
Colleges but with less fees. Norbert
Sangura of CHEC Kenya writes that he
feels very concerned when he sees a child
who is willing to learn yet not going to
school or college because of a lack of
funds to pay fees. CHEC Kenya also feels
very concerned about food security in
Kenya. They have come up with two
projects on food security focusing on
tissue culture, bananas, and orange
fleshed sweet potatoes, both of which
helps with food security, nutrition
improvement and income generating
activity for the poverty hit community of
Western Kenya.

CHEC Pakistan Trash cans
CHEC India

CHEC Pakistan: A brief report from Dr.

CHEC India’s co-founder and CHEC’s
Governing Board Vice-Chairman,
Professor T.K.N. Unnithan is unwell and
CHEC sends him the Council’s best
wishes. Nevertheless CHEC India’s
President, Professor H.S. Sharma,
organized another of the annual CHEC
India seminars on World Environment
Day in 2011, and Mrs. Gerda Unnithan
has continued to promote projects caring
for women’s livelihoods, with a special
emphasis on health and maternal wellbeing. A tree planting project in
Rajasthan has been completed with
90 per cent of the trees that were planted
surviving after four years, despite the
harsh semi-arid environment.

Saadiyah Chishti of some activities of
CHEC Pakistan: “This activity took place
in Mayo Hospital which is one of our
oldest hospitals in the country, first
established by the British. King Edward
Medical College is attached to Mayo
Hospital and the ex-Principal is a friend
and I came to know that the hospital was
in need of many necessary materials. My
visits to the hospital made me realize that
it needs trash cans and better and more
daily cleaning. As such, I went there
with a new trash can and sent a team to
clean up thoroughly the outside premise
of the hospital. My son, Zia Chishti,
wishes to employ a permanent cleaner on
13

7. CHEC MEMBERS
CHEC wishes to thank all our loyal members who provide CHEC with much
needed support. Details on how to become a member of CHEC are on the
inside back cover of this report.

8. CHEC HEADQUARTERS:
In 2010, CHEC was notified by our very
supportive landlord, the United Reform
Church and their leader, Ms Elizabeth
Lawson QC, about a new development at
the Church House, which meant our
office would be turned into luxury flats.
This meant that we had to move but the
deadline for our move was postponed
several times. However by the end of
2011 reality caught up and some hard
work was done to clear the old office’s
vast archives. After some serious
hiccups, such as having a potential
landlord dropping out a week before the

actual move was planned to take place,
CHEC was fortunate to find a small office
at the Diary House, close to Earls Court,
in which we are now settled. Special
thanks are due to our loyal staff, Mary
Dunkley and Yahya al Witri, who are now
comfortably installed, for all their hard
work. Special gratitude goes from CHEC
to Eva and Per Ekehorn for the many
hours and the leadership they put into
the move, as well as all members of our
Governing Board who assisted in so
many ways.

CHEC’s old office at Church House,
15 Dec. 2011

Mary Dunkley at CHEC’s new office in
the Diary House
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9. GOVERNANCE:

CHEC is a registered charity with a Governing Board accountable to the Charity
Commission. It is also a Company Limited by Guarantee. It is governed by its
Memorandum and Articles of Association, as well as a Governance Document.
A member of the Governing Board is designated as CHEC’s Governance Officer.

Members of the Governing Board 2012
Honorary President: Hon Levi Oguike, CHEC Nigeria
Patron: Emeritus Professor N.R.E. Fendall, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, UK
Chairman: Caryll Stephen, Foundation for Water Research, UK
Vice Chairman: Prof TKN Unnithan, CHEC India
Honorary Treasurer: John Bonham CHEC UK
Company Secretary: Eva Ekehorn, Society for Human Ecology & CHEC UK
Educational Adviser: Nicholas Watts, London Metropolitan University, UK
Governance: Mark Robinson, Commonwealth Consortium for Education, UK
Other Members of the Board:
James Allie, Former Deputy High Commissioner, Sierra Leone
Dr Norma Bubier, Pro-Natura, UK
Peter Chatalos, CHEC UK
Dr Saadiyah Khan Chishti, CHEC Pakistan
Donnell Davis, CHEC Australia
Emeritus Prof Ian Douglas, School of Environment and Development,
University of Manchester, UK
Prof Colin Fudge, RMIT, Australia
Dr Morteza Honari, CHEC Australia
Patricia Kabatabazi, CIANEA, Uganda
Caleb Kakuyo, CHEC Uganda
Ripin Kalra, University of Westminster, UK
Dr Aisie Lucan, CHECSiL, Sierra Leone
Prof Eleanor Morris, Edinburgh University and Clemson University, USA
Prof Michael Mutter OBE, University of Westminster, UK
Richard O’Donnell, Gorkana, UK
Dhanapala Samarasekara, CHEC Sri Lanka
Norbert Sangura, CHEC Kenya
Jane Samuels, Tools of Change, UK
Norman Stannard, CHEC New Zealand
Ganesh Supramaniam, CHEC UK
Narelle Townsend, CHEC UN Representative, New York, USA
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10. CHEC CHAPTERS AND CONTACTS

Australia
c/o Ms Donnell Davis
Tel: +61 – 73345 1800
Fax: +61 – 7 3345 1700
donnell@envirobusiness.org

Nigeria
Hon Levi Oguike
No. 6, NWAFOR
Orizu Close, NASS Qrts. APO
G.P.O. Box 12303
Garki Abuja, FCT, Nigeria
chec_nigeria@hotmail.com

The Gambia
Mr Badara N. Bajo
PO Box 21, Banjul
The Gambia Fax: +220 4486026
Mob: +220 4486301/9955063
gepadg@yahoo.com

Pakistan
Dr Saadiyah Chishti
House 29A, Street 18, F6/2
Islamabad, Pakistan
Tel: +92 – 51 864 077/824 944
dr._saadia@yahoo.com

India
Prof H.S. Sharma
Geography Department
Univ. of Rajasthan,
Jaipur - 302004
Rajasthan, India
Tel: +91-141-2590046
pachhora1@yahoo.com

Papua New Guinea
Mrs Elizabeth Johnson
PO Box 7775
Boroko, Port Moresby
Papua New Guinea
Tel: +675 – 325 9659
coleraine@datec.net.pg

Kenya
Mr Norbert M. Sangura
PO Box 1702-50200
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 735 409867
sanguranm@yahoo.com

Sierra Leone
Dr Aisie Lucan
Y.W.C.A Headquarters
Bismarck Johnson Street
PO Box 806
Brookfields, Freetown
Sierra Leone
Tel: +232 – 240 383/076628345
checsil@yahoo.com

Malta
Foundation for International Studies
Old University Building
St Paul Street
Valletta VLT, Malta
Tel: +356 – 212 234 4121
Fax: +356 – 212 305 51

Sri Lanka
Mr Dhanapala Samarasekara
Angulugaha, Galle
Sri Lanka
Tel: +94 – 10949 22432

New Zealand
Mr Norm Stannard / Mrs Margaret Evans
20, St Pauls Road,
Hamilton, New Zealand
Tel: +67-7-8556579,
m.q.sltd@xtra.co.nz

Uganda
Mr Caleb Kakuyo; Mr Sam Mbabala
Plot 3-5 7EL Street, Industrial Area
PO Box 659
Kampala, Uganda
ckakuyob@yahoo.com samabala@yahoo.co.uk
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11.

DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the Year Ended 31 December 2011
31.12.11
£

INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary income
Donations
Subscriptions
Donated services and facilities
CF Fisheries grant
CF Core grant
CF Activity grant
Human Ecology Foundation grant
CF Rain forest grant
British NGO support
CF Gender Grant

31.12.10
£

4,300
615
4,340
2,000
13,838
25,093

104,284

986

-

618
574
1,192

643
404
1,047

27,271

105,531

13,229
2,133
15,362

880
11,144
36,018
48,042

11,181
580
1,980
13,741

14,545
499
1,997
17,041

407
7,691
666
3,017
53
2,120
1,667
388
111
16,120

51
6,272
1,254
995
258
10,275
133
451
57
19,746

Total resources expended

45,223

84,829

Net (expenditure)/income

(17,952)

20,502

Activities for generating funds
Fundraising events
Investment Income
Investment income received
Deposit account interest
Total incoming resources

1,340
5,602
81,900
1,000
3,750
1,680
5,000
4,012

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Charitable activities
Trustees' fees
Project expenditure
Project consultancy
Governance costs
Wages
Accountancy
Auditors' remuneration
Support costs
Management
Trustees' expenses
Rent, rates & insurance
Postage, telephone & fax
Printing, publications & staty
Sundry expenses
Travel, conferences & admin
Sundry repairs
Removal costs
Fixtures and fittings
Bank interest & charges
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CHEC is a membership based organisation. If you like the way we work and
would like to support us, please contact the office at
chec@btopenworld.com
or call +44 (0)20 7386 6135 /6136 for membership information.
or find a membership form at www.checinternational.org

18

Commonwealth Human Ecology Council
The Diary House, Rickett Street
London SW6 1RU
Registered Charity No. 272018

www.checinternational.org
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