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1. Report of the Chairman                Emeritus Professor Ian Douglas 

 
CHEC has continued to strive to achieve its educational development objectives, seeking new 
partners and opportunities, while maintaining long-standing relationships with both official and civil 
society Commonwealth bodies and with international agencies.  Most important among the latter is 
the United Nations, where CHEC has had consultative status with ECOSOC since 1974.  Our 
Governing Board member, Narelle Townsend, represents CHEC in New York and continues to play 
a prominent role in UN NGO activities, particularly those relating to UN Habitat and the Commission 
on Sustainable Development. 
 
Other board members, especially Nicholas Watts, assisted by Mark Robinson, have made great 
progress with the Commonwealth Fisheries Project whose outstanding programme is documented 
elsewhere in this Annual Report.  This project is in partnership with the Commonwealth Foundation 
and the Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit (CPSU).   
 
Another project has developed from contacts begun at the 2007 Kampala CHOGM with Patricia 
Kabatabazi of CIANEA (the Community Based Impact Assessment Network for Eastern Africa). 
CIANEA training in gender mainstreaming in integrated water resources management has led to the 
development of training manuals for Gender and Water Ambassadors, who are working on issues 
affecting poor men and women around the Lake Victoria region.  The CHEC collaborative project 
with CIANEA has and will develop two pilot, three-day workshops and training sessions to enhance 
the skills of women‟s NGOs, youth groups and environmental organisations, one in Uganda and one 
in Tanzania. Supported by the Commonwealth Foundation, the first took place in Kampala in July 
2009 and the second will follow in Tanzania in October/November 2009. 
 
Another Governing Board member, Peter Goodchild, is developing a new organisation, GARLAND 
(The Garden and Landscape Heritage Trust) which promotes awareness-raising, education and 
training in protecting, conserving, and sustaining landscapes and heritage. GARLAND subscribes to 
the “Integrated and Holistic Approach” to thinking and decision-making, operating within the concept 
of human ecology.  Close collaboration is being developed with CHEC to enhance conservation of 
heritage landscapes of all kinds, both rural and urban, throughout the Commonwealth. 
 
One of the long-standing relationships receiving attention in 2008 was CHEC‟s links with Auroville in 
Tamil Nadu.  Described in an Indian tourist atlas as an international utopian city, Auroville wants to 
be a universal town where men and women of all countries are able to live in peace and progressive 
harmony above all creeds, all politics and all nationalities. The purpose of Auroville is to realise 
human unity.  CHEC has long collaborated in projects at Auroville. Action is being taken to provide a 
Memorial desk as a contribution to Auroville‟s international office, as a tribute to the Hon. L.M. 
Singhvi, India's longest-serving High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, and CHEC‟s Honorary 
President, who died on October 6 2007. A new project scoping exercise in collaboration with 
Auroville International UK will take place in late 2009 / early 2010. 
 
CHEC has a proud record of organising stimulating international symposia and in 2008 devoted 
much energy to the planning of an international conference on human ecology to be held in 
Manchester 29th June  to 3rd July  2009 in collaboration with the U.S. based Society for Human 
Ecology and the German Human Ecology Society, with help from several other organisations, 
including the Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE), the UK MAB Urban 
Forum, the Ecological Society of China and the Commonwealth Foundation.  The Conference has 
sought wide international participation and has deliberately encouraged students and NGOs to 
participate by charging special low fees for such groups.  It will focus on the general theme of  
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“Human Ecology for an Urbanising World” with an opening address by Dr. Anna Tibaijuka, United 
Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director UN Habitat.  The planned sessions include 
discussions of “Urban Health and the Quality of Life”, “Climate change and the urban environment” 
and “Indigenous Knowledge and the Urban Environment”. 
 
Plans are underway for a project on urban food production, sometimes described as the “New Dig 
for Victory Campaign”.  Meeting world food price rises by increasing local food production, especially 
in urban gardens and allotments is a response in developed countries that mimics the way in which 
the urban poor often grow food on any spare land they can use for informal urban agriculture.  A 
symposium on the topic is included in the plans for the International Conference on Human Ecology. 
 
CHEC has also continued to work on urban issues with ComHabitat, a Commonwealth partnership 
that brings together agencies from different sectors that are implementing the Habitat Agenda 
(governments, local governments, civil society and professional organisations).  Progress has been 
made on a “State of the Commonwealth‟s Cities” discussion document for the 2009 CHOGM in 
Trinidad and Tobago.  The report will assess opportunities and threats of urban growth in relation to 
poverty alleviation, sustainable and people-centred development and reducing disparities in living 
conditions, and would recommend inter-governmental actions.  CHEC will also be represented at the 
UN Habitat General Council‟s Meeting in Nairobi in May 2009. 
 
In my personal capacity, I have used ideas gained from working with CHEC in a study of “Climate 
Change, Flooding and the Urban Poor in Africa” carried out in partnership with African scholars and 
focus groups for Action Aid and in a review on “Climate Change Flooding and Food Security in 
South Asia”.  Both these exercises examine the looming severity of the impact of climate change on 
the already difficult livelihoods of poor people in Commonwealth countries. 
 
CHEC paid great attention to governance issues in 2008, revising the draft document and improving 
the way in which officers are elected.   Following the resignation of John Anderson as Chairman of 
the Executive Committee in 2007, I acted as the Chairman until May 2008, when the committee 
elected Eleanor Morris.  This again separated the posts of Chairman of the Executive from 
Chairman of the Governing Board, which I consider to be important to maintain adequate checks 
and balances in running a charity.  I have already announced my intention to stand down as 
Chairman of the Governing Board in 2009 and nominations for candidates for the Chairmanship will 
be called for at the beginning of October 2009. 
 
During 2009, CHEC will continue to improve its operational efficiency, paying renewed attention to 
governance and a risk management strategy.  In the meantime I thank all those who have given 
support to CHEC, especially Mary Dunkley, Yahia al-Witri and Richard O‟Donnell in the office and 
Zena Daysh for her continuing inspiration for the cause of Human Ecology within the 
Commonwealth. 
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2.  Joint report of the Executive Vice-Chair and the Chair of the Executive Committee  

     Dame Zena Daysh CNZM (Hon PhD) & Professor Eleanor Morris  
 
2008 has been a year of consolidation with the implementation of new projects and programmes. 
The economic crunch has been all around us, but CHEC has weathered the storm to prepare the 
groundwork for an expanding programme of activities in 2009. 
 
CHEC Chapters, especially Uganda, Kenya and Malta, have continued to grow and flourish. The 
Uganda Chapter is ably led by Caleb Kakuyo, while CHEC Kenya has a new President, Norbert 
Sangura, following the death of CHEC Kenya‟s founder, Erica Mann. The activities of the various 
CHEC Chapters and CHEAPAS (CHEC Contact persons) are publicised through the co-ordinating 
efforts of Eva Ekehorn and Richard O‟Donnell. 
 
Two projects assumed prominence in 2008: 
 
a) The Commonwealth Fisheries Project 

The Commonwealth Fisheries Project, sponsored by the UK Department for International 

Development (DFID) and AusAID, was awarded to the Commonwealth Foundation, CHEC and the 

Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit (CPSU). The official launch of the Fisheries Project took place at 

Marlborough House on 20th April 2008 and was attended by Government Ministers, High 

Commissioners and Members of Parliament. A large delegation from CHEC attended. 

 

Ably led by Nicholas Watts as Project Coordinator, CHEC‟s contribution to the partnership involves 

detailed case studies of fisherfolk livelihoods in the context of analysis of multi-level governance of 

fisheries in Belize, Sierra Leone and Fiji, with the aim of identifying the necessary conditions for 

transfer of best practices across  fishing communities in the Commonwealth. 

 

The Belize Study, completed in the second half of 2008, placed particular emphasis on the 

perspectives of fisherfolk and rights-based co-management of small scale coastal fisheries, seen in 

the wider policy context. Work also started in Fiji in December 2008. 

 

b) Gender Issues in the Lake Victoria Basin, East Africa 

A pilot project was initiated, under the leadership of Prof. Ian Douglas and arising from the Kampala 

CHOGM, 2007, in building awareness of gender mainstreaming towards the sustainable use of 

water resources in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. Issues such as giving women greater decision-

making input and directing the work efforts in an equitable manner were all part of the successful 

workshops. Now that the pilot project, under the direction of Patricia Kabatabazi, has been so 

successful, it is hoped that the project can continue in a more extensive manner. The substance of 

the pilot project is fully reported in Journal 21/22. 

Discussions took place to re-establish the close connections that CHEC has had for over three 
decades with Auroville, Tamil Nadu, India, and CHEC will advocate new programmes. These 
discussions were ably led by Sonia Dyne (CHEC and Auroville International UK), Peter Chatalos 
(CHEC), and Martin Littlewood (Auroville International UK). 
 
CHEC‟s work with the United Nations continued with its Special Consultative Status with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and supported its New York representative, 
Narelle Townsend, and her involvement with the UN caucus in the form of the NGO Committee on 
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Human Settlements. Narelle Townsend represented CHEC at the World Urban Forum WUF4 in 
Nanjing, China. The Executive Committee would like to record its thanks to Narelle Townsend for 
her tremendous support over many years. 
 
The personalities of CHEC are paramount to the strength of its leadership. The death of The Hon. 
LM Singhvi, CHEC‟s Hon President for many years, was a great blow. Members of CHEC attended 
Dr. Singhvi‟s Memorial Service held in the House of Commons. Dame Zena Daysh appreciated 
being given the chance to commemorate him as a nation-builder at the Memorial Service.  
 
CHEC HQ is attracting a regular and exceptional stream of volunteers who also help CHEC in 
developing partnerships with other organisations who intensify their collaboration with CHEC as a 
result. CHEC is grateful for their contributions 
 
CHEC looks forward to stability in 2009 and continued opportunities to give a wider sense of ecology 
in an ever more difficult and shrinking globalised world. CHEC has always batted beyond its size 
and we look forward to continuing this tradition. 
 
 
 

3. CHEC Projects 
 
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries and Livelihoods in  
Fisherfolk Communities of the Developing Commonwealth  
 
Dr Nicholas Watts FRSA, CHEC Education Adviser and Fisheries  Project Coordinator 
 
     
In the summer of 2008, CHEC commenced work on the Commonwealth Fisheries Programme 
(CFP). This is an international programme aimed at ensuring sustainability of inshore fisheries and 
improving the livelihoods of coastal communities in developing countries. It is a two-year programme 
managed by a consortium of Commonwealth organisations. The Commonwealth Human Ecology 
Council (CHEC), the Commonwealth Foundation and the Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit 
(CPSU) formed a partnership which is funded by DFID and AusAID.  
 
CHEC‟s role in the project is to work with key stakeholders, particularly the fisherfolk and their 
communities, to understand the pattern of changes in coastal fisheries, and to develop with them an 
approach to secure enhanced sustainability of the fishery and improved livelihoods for the fisherfolk.  
 
The three organizations are working together to raise awareness and develop a knowledge base to 
help provide effective long-term solutions for fisheries management. Full details of the CFP can be 
found at www.commonwealthfisheries.org. 
 
The scale of the problem 
The decline in world fish stocks as a result of overfishing has been well documented. A large part of 
this is a result of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, which is estimated to cost the 
world between $US 30 and 50 billion annually.  Much of the artisanal and most of the subsistence 
fishing in Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) is 
unreported, and much of it is unregulated, or regulated by the fishers themselves. This small-scale 
fishery suffers from the depredations of IUU fishers, especially the bottom-trawlers from Korea and 
China that fish inside the Inshore Exclusion Zone (IEZ), ploughing up the ocean floor and taking the 
catch on which the coastal fishers depend, as well as ravaging the ecosystem on which the long-
term sustainability of the fishery depends. The IUU fishers will also run down small-scale fishers in 

http://www.commonwealthfisheries.org/
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their dorries and destroy their nets and boats. As a result, the small-scale fishers shift their attention 
to juvenile fish inshore, further undermining their own long-term prospects. They may also face 
incursions from small-scale fishers from neighbouring communities and nations. 
 
These fishers are caught in the vortex of a „perfect 
storm‟ of challenges. Added to the threat from IUU, 
they face the impact of coastal urbanisation and rapid 
population growth, increasing the rush to fish. 
Coastal urbanisation is also a source of pollution of 
the fishery, of particular danger to sensitive reef-
based ecosystems. Climate change further results in 
the bleaching of the reef, and finfish take off in search 
of cooler, deeper waters so that fishers have to 
increase their efforts to reach and catch them. 
Extreme fluctuations in fuel prices for those who have 
motorized vessels add to the riskiness and 
decreasing affordability of fishing.  
 
These fisheries are located in countries with limited capacity to enforce regulations designed to 
uphold the sustainability of the fishery. They lack patrol boats, and/or the diesel to fuel them. Local 
enforcement officers with salaries of a few hundred dollars a year can be bought off when they do 
catch illegal fishers. Good governance is an urgent need in the fishery, but usually fisheries live in 
the shadow of agriculture, and the minister in charge of fisheries will be a farmer, or will have the 
interests of farmers in mind rather than those of fishers. 
 
The aim of the CFP is to find transferable examples of best practice in the management of these 
fisheries, identify the conditions for successful policy transfer and, where possible, to promote policy 
initiatives to take appropriate action, for example in rights-based co-management initiatives. 
 
The solutions offered to the problems outlined above include ways of regulating fishing (e.g. limiting 
access to the fishery, restrictions on gears such as net types or mesh sizes, time spent fishing, 
closed seasons, catch restrictions) and alternative or supplementary livelihoods (e.g. aquaculture, 
tourism, marine protected area wardens and monitors, as well as „mainstream‟ economic activity in 
clothing manufacturing or fish processing) ecosystems and rights-based approaches. 
 

The CPSU is responsible for running study visits 
across the Commonwealth regions and the 
Commonwealth Foundation for supporting regional 
meetings of key actors in the policy community, 
bringing together NGOs, representatives of fisher 
communities and government. CHEC is working on 
detailed local case studies in the context of multi-
level governance of the fishery. In other words, 
CHEC is exploring the policy context at international, 
regional, national and local level to see what options 
are presented to the fishers, and what opportunities 
the fishers have to exercise voice in the decisions 
that affect their livelihoods.  
 
CHEC initially chose to focus on three countries – 
Belize, Fiji and Sierra Leone. At the time, the interim 
government of Fiji had promised democratic 

Artisanal fishing boats at Goderich, Sierra Leone 

Woman tending open air fish smokary  
at Godrich, Sierra Leone 
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elections in March 2009. Belize and Fiji were chosen because of the significance of their coral reef 
systems and the fact that their systems of marine reserve management were singled out for Equator 
Initiative Awards at the Johannesburg World Summit for Sustainable Development in 2002 (at which 
CHEC was strongly represented). Sierra Leone was selected because of the estimated value of its 
fish stocks (some $US 735 million in 2007, with a potential for generating revenue of $US50-60 
million annually if sustainably managed and harvested), but where IUU fishing, if not contained in the 
short term, could eradicate this potential. 
 
In August-December 2008, CHEC conducted the first case study, in Belize, working with three 
coastal communities: one Hispanic speaking community in the North of the country, a community 
almost exclusively dependent on fishing, with fishers using sailboats with eight to ten dorries aboard, 
fishing all the way down the coast, away from home for a week at a time. These fishers would 
welcome alternative livelihoods, and some work part of the year in Belize City on cruise ships and in 
other activities.  
 
The second community, in Placencia, further down 
the coast, is home to fishers who have also 
embraced tourism, working in part as tour guides or 
running bars, restaurants and hotels. This mixed 
economy depends on recent, rapid growth in tourism, 
a development which is resulting in putting in more 
hotel complexes. These are taking out the 
mangroves, with their key role in protection against 
extreme weather events as well as breeding grounds 
for fish. Here, though, the fishers insist on 
maintaining their identities and would not wish to give 
up their trade (or, as it happens, the economic 
benefits of a share in the fishers‟ cooperative). This 
fishery operates mainly using motorized vessels, 
going out for a day or less at a time, fishing in much the same area inside and just beyond the reef.  
 
The third community, in Punta Gorda in the South, is a mixed economy of a different kind, combining 
fishing and agriculture, with little tourist development. Here, fishing activity is similar to that in 
Placencia (i.e. reef-based, using the same area most of the time). However, here the fishers face 
frequent incursions from Guatemalan and Honduran fishers, some of whom have come by Belizean 
identity papers by less than transparent means. 
 
The key characteristics of the Belize fishery are a long history (by Caribbean standards) of fisherfolk 
organisation, with the first fishermen‟s cooperatives emerging in the 1960s, a strong network of 
highly professionalised NGOs supporting a government programme committed to sustainable 
fisheries, and in particular to sustainable management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). The 
fishermen tend to complain that they are not consulted enough on MPA policy, which has been 
largely delegated to the NGOs, but the NGOs do make efforts to include them in their decision 
processes. There are, obviously, some conflicts where fishers‟ bait grounds are included in an MPA; 
when fishers employed as MPA rangers are occasionally thought to be poaching, but most of all with 
Guatemalan fishers who are frequently also armed. Belize is also characterized by an over-
dependence on externally-sourced funds and expertise in running the MPAs, a common problem in 
small states, that exposes fisheries managements to discontinuities when funding dries up, or when 
a project comes to an end. For example, the key Coastal Zone Management Agency and Institute 
closed down suddenly when funds finished, and the agency‟s reopening depends on a successful 
application for further funding. When countries have ecosystems of international significance, such 
as the Meso-American Barrier Reef System in Belize, they will also enjoy the attentions of the 

Heavy equipment clearing the mangroves for tourist 
development, Placencia, Belize 
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international NGO community, but this may hinder the development of national governmental 
capacity. Also, Belize has yet to establish in law some of its most effective mechanisms such as the 
Fisheries Advisory Board, which gives rise to uncertainties when the government changes hands, as 
it did in 2008. This said, Belize remains somewhat of a beacon of good governance, in particular 
regarding its MPAs and a national commitment to marine terrestrial ecosystem reserves. If IUU 
incursions and poaching in the MPAs (which is probably not all carried out by outside fishers!) can 
be resolved, Belize has the potential for a sustainable fishery and reef ecosystem – until the sea 
warms up too much for the reef.  
 
In December 2008, the Fiji case study was started, although in the context of weather conditions that 
made a number of the site visits impossible. The outcomes will be presented in the next CHEC 
Annual Report, but will appear on the CFP website before the November 2009 CHOGM in Trinidad. 
  
            Pictures provided by Dr. Nicholas Watts 
 

4. Com Habitat 

CHEC has continued to be actively involved in Com Habitat as a member of its Committee. Much 

time, in 2008, was concerned with looking at its future work programme and it was agreed that a 

consultant should be appointed to help with a “State of the Commonwealth Cities” discussion 

document for the Trinidad & Tobago CHOGM in 2009. A report on the outcome of this work will 

appear in the CHEC Annual Report 2009. 

 

5. News from CHEC Chapters  
 

A Special Report from CHEC India: 
 

CHEC-India celebrates World Environment Day-2008 
 

As an annual feature the Indian Human Ecology 
Council known as CHEC-India organized a 
symposium on “Climate Change and Adaptive 
Strategies with reference to India” on 5th June 
2008, as a part of World Environment Day 
(WED) Celebration in Jaipur. Shri R. K. Singh 
Deputy Director General and HOD, Geological 
Survey India (GSI), Western Region was the 
Chief Guest and delivered the inaugural address 
highlighting the significance of glaciological 
studies carried out by GSI in understanding 
proxy records and glaciers‟ response to climate 
changes during the Quaternary period. 
 
Every year, the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) announces a theme for 
WED. In this message for World Environment 
Day 2008 Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the U.N. Secretary 

General, declared the theme “Kick the habit! Towards a low carbon economy”. Although coal and oil 
based energy paved the way for the developed word‟s industrial progress, it has caused a significant 
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build-up of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Mitigating climate change, eradicating poverty and 
promoting economic and political stability demand that we must “Kick the Carbon Habit”. 
 
The message on the occasion by Shri Namo 
Narain Meena, Honourable Minister of State 
for Environment and Forests, Govt. of India, 
conveyed that India has been following a path 
of sustainable development through a range of 
policies and programmes to mitigate climate 
change and reduce carbon emissions. Steps 
taken by the Government include: encouraging 
conservation and energy efficiency, power 
sector reforms, forestation, encouraging a 
Mass Rapid Transport System etc. Speaking 
on the occasion, Professor T.K.N. Unnithan, 
Former Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Rajasthan and Honorary President CHEC-
India emphasized the importance of the 
Gandhian philosophy of Sarvodaya, sharing 
the sorrow and happiness of others with all 
and promotion of environment-friendly cottage 
industries. He called upon participants to adopt a “do it yourself” policy instead of waiting for 
Government machinery to initiate any action.  
 
Professor H. S. Sharma presented the details of involvement of the International Geosphere-
Biosphere Programme (IGBP), Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPPC) and 
Commonwealth Foundation in conducting studies and spreading public awareness to reduce the 
emissions of CO2 to the level of 1990. He stressed that the evidence for climate change is now 
overwhelming and the aim of the symposium was to promote awareness, preparedness and 
adaptation so that the impacts of ecological changes on lives and livelihood of the most vulnerable 
section of society are minimized. 

 
A film viewing of “An Inconvenient Truth” by Al Gore, Ex Vice President of USA was also organised. 
Shri A. Ghose, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Rajasthan speaking in the post lunch 
session stressed the need to increase forest cover for sustainable ecology and environmental 
protection.  
 
Shri B. L. Sharma, former IAS, presided over the closing open discussion session in which several 
NGO participants, academicians and administrators expressed their opinions on the climate change 
issues. Dr. P. R. Binda, Secretary, CHEC-India proposed a vote of thanks to all the participants of 
the symposium. Nearly 100 delegates participated in this symposium at Hotal Jaipur Palace, Tonk 
Road, Jaipur.  
 
 

CHEC Kenya 

During the course of the year CHEC Kenya has reorganised its Chapter. Its representatives 
attended the UN Habitat Governing Council in Nairobi where it was re-registered as a community-
based organisation. CHEC Kenya believes that this is beneficial to strengthening the overall work of 
the Chapter and increasing its membership. To that end it is currently busy recruiting new members 
and, in its work, is addressing the issue of climate change. CHEC is very pleased that Norbert 
Sangura will be attending the International Conference on Human Ecology in 2009.   
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CHEC Pakistan 
CHEC Pakistan is trying its best to bring peace to its disturbed 
areas. Their members living around troubled parts of the country 
translate the posters (one pictured right) into local languages and 
post these at strategic places. 
 
When Dr Saadia Chisti, CHEC-Pakistan‟s Convenor was in 
Washington DC, it was brought to her notice that some grassroots 
women asked for more posters and told them that their husbands 
were convinced that posters were useful. 
 
In addition, CHEC Pakistan, without any aid from anyone, has 
helped the refugees in many ways while remaining 
inconspicuous. Members visit refugee camps and provide 
provisions needed by children. They have provided three beds 
and bedding for five school-going children of a widow who slept 
on the floor of a small room. 
 
CHEC Pakistan also helps widows meet their children‟s educational expenses. 
 

CHEC Nigeria 

CHEC Nigeria, under the chairmanship of The Hon. Levi Oguike, ran a highly successful “Training 
for Trainers” programme for local government officials to learn how to incorporate planning and 
sustainable development into their activities. This programme was originally created as a result of 
the CHEC Pre-CHOGM meeting in Abuja, Nigeria in 2003 when the Deputy President gave his 
personal support to CHEC-Nigeria, entering into all aspects with the Federal Government of Nigeria, 
supported by the Nigerian Presidency. It harnesses skills from one part of the Commonwealth to 
contribute to improving conditions in another part.  
 
Good practices developed by CHEC‟s members in Queensland, Australia and led by Donnell Davis 
in Brisbane, have been applied and adapted to Nigerian conditions. The programme was piloted in 
one Nigerian state and has now extended to other states. 
 

Other CHEC Chapters 

CHEC is in regular contact with its CHEC Chapters and has, again, been visited by John and 
Jacqueline Owen, CHEC Canada, who held discussions in London with Dame Zena Daysh CNZM. 
 
CHEC work continues in Sri Lanka, The Gambia and Uganda. Dr. Aisie Lucan, CHEC Sierra Leone, 
continued to work closely with Dr Nicholas Watts in preparing the Sierra Leone Scoping Visit, to take 
place in the first half of 2009. 
 

Civil Society Advisory Committee 

CHEC was pleased to see that Dr. Saadia Chisti, Pakistan, and Dr Zuzanka Kutena, Australia, 
joined the Commonwealth Foundation‟s Civil Society Advisory Committee (CSAC) in 2008. 
Represented from all regions of the Commonwealth, the CSAC is selected to advise on and ensure 
the implementation of the Commonwealth Foundation‟s programme. Both have been active on the 
Committee and have been able to express CHEC‟s message. 
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6. Other Important Meetings & Events 
 

Commonwealth Foundation Climate Change Briefings  
 
Throughout the first half of 2008, the Commonwealth Foundation organised a series of Climate 
Change briefings aimed at raising 
awareness among governments and 
policy makers around the 
Commonwealth. This initiative was a 
response to the call for action that had 
been so emphatically raised at the 
Commonwealth People‟s Forum in 
Uganda 2007. 
 
The briefings, which took place between 
January and July 2008, had many themes 
that identified with CHEC‟s work ranging 
from “Climate Change, Forests and 
Biodiversity", “Climate Change and Food 
Security”,  “Climate Change and Cities”  
and “Climate Change, Water and Health”. 
CHEC was continually well represented 
throughout the briefings and gave NGOs as well as policy makers much food for thought on the 
issue of Climate Change. 
 
In the final series of briefings “Climate Change, Vulnerability and Voice” was taken as the theme. As 
usual it brought together expert speakers and panellists but this time in conversation with HRH The 
Prince of Wales who talked of the issue of “dealing with the problem of global deforestation”. He said 
that without dealing with this matter, “we cannot be sure what chance our grandchildren will have 
and we will have no chance of reaching Millennium Development Goals”. After the proceedings 
CHEC representatives were able to speak directly with The Prince of Wales who was pleased to see 
that CHEC still fought on with ever more challenging issues that are facing the global community. 
 

80th Waitangi Lifetime Achievement Award for Zena Daysh CNZM  
 

On Friday 8th February 2008 the New Zealand Society, in association with New Zealand News Ltd, 
presented a special award to Dame Zena Daysh CNZM. The award was presented at the Waitangi 

Day Dinner at Drapers Hall in the City of London by the 
Commonwealth Secretary-General Rt Hon Don McKinnon 
(left with Zena Daysh). It was established to recognise a 
New Zealander who has worked steadily and consistently 
over a number of years and deserves to be recognised for 
her cumulative efforts over a long and successful career 
or contribution to public life.  
 
Zena Daysh won the NZ Inspired Lifetime Achievement 
Award for her lifetime of dedication to influencing the 
thinking of Commonwealth governments and their 

populations, leading by personal example, promoting health awareness as well as creating policies 
in support of ecological and sustainable communities. CHEC members and staff have commended 
Zena on this outstanding award. 

CHEC Delegates with HRH The Prince of Wales 
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CHEC meeting with the new Commonwealth Secretary-General,  
HE Kamalesh Sharma 

 
On 1st April 2008, HE Kamalesh Sharma, former Indian High Commissioner to London, took over 
from Rt Hon Don McKinnon as Commonwealth Secretary-General. The long-standing and close 

relationship that CHEC has had with the Commonwealth 
Secretariat meant that it wasn‟t long before CHEC delegates 
Zena Daysh, Caryll Stephens and Nicholas Watts  were 
invited to visit the new Secretary-General at Marlborough 
House, Pall Mall.  
 
The SG noted the valuable contribution that CHEC had made 
in “building networks of people and in developing common 
platforms of understanding across the Commonwealth 
membership”. He was especially enthusiastic to know of 
CHEC‟s support of the Lake Victoria Climate Change Action 
Plan that had been established by Heads of Government at 
the Kampala CHOGM in 2007. CHEC looks forward to 

continuing a close working relationship with the 
Commonwealth Secretariat under his able leadership. 
 

 

7.   CHEC Members  
2008 brought with it a new benefit for CHEC members through a life membership option. At £200 
(over 60s) or £500 (under 60s) we have already had a wonderful response from members old and 
new. 

 
CHEC wishes to acknowledge and thank the following for becoming life members of CHEC: 

 
       John Bonham 

Sir Graeme Davies 
Zena Daysh CNZM  
Sonia Dyne  
Peter Goodchild 
Hilda Jameson (recently deceased) 

Rosemary McConnell  
Mark Robinson 
Allan Rodger 
Richard A. Shervington 
Caryll D. Stephen

 
8. CHEC HQ 
 
Emeritus Professor Ian Douglas chaired the CHEC Governing Board throughout 2008. In May 2008 
Prof Eleanor Morris succeeded him as Chairman of the CHEC Executive Committee. Appreciation is 
expressed to them and also to CHEC‟s Hon Treasurer, John Bonham, and all other members of the 
Executive Committee for the work they have undertaken throughout a challenging year. 
 
Richard O‟Donnell, who began work in 2007 as a Graduate Intern, has become CHEC‟s 
Communications Assistant and has been involved in most aspects of our day-to-day office work. He 
has serviced all CHEC‟s Governing Boards and Executive Committees and has worked on CHEC‟s 
Annual Reports and publications since joining. The contributions and work of Mary Dunkley, who 
deals with administration and Yahya al Witri, who is responsible for finance, have been invaluable.  
 
 
 

Zena Daysh, HE Kamalesh Sharma, Caryll Stephens, 
 Nicholas Watts 
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CHEC gained two volunteers throughout 2008. Ali Alshalchy gave assistance on Computer 
redevelopment and Rebecca Harrison gave assistance to the Fisheries programme. She was able to 
join the Belize Scoping Study and provided invaluable assistance to Nicholas Watts.  
 
CHEC is also grateful to the generous financial contribution from Janet Bunburry, which went 
towards upgrading the office computer system. Without the support of its members, staff and 
volunteers CHEC would not be able to function in the effective manner to which CHEC‟s members 
have become accustomed.  
 
The Executive Committee held eight meetings in 2008. 
 

9. Governance 
 
CHEC is a registered charity with a Governing Board accountable to the Charity Commission. It is 
also a Company Limited by Guarantee.  
 
Members of the Governing Board: 
 

Patron:    NRE Fendall, Emeritus Professor, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine 
Honorary President:    Hon. Levi Oguike, CHEC-Nigeria  
Chairman  Emeritus Professor Ian Douglas, University of Manchester (until November 2009) 

      Caryll Stephen, Foundation for Water Research, UK (from November 2009) 
Executive-Vice Chair: Zena Daysh CNZM, CHEC 
Vice Chairman   Professor TKN Unnithan, Hon. President, CHEC-India 
Honorary Treasurer John Bonham, CHEC 

 
 

Members:  James Allie, Deputy High Commissioner, Sierra Leone 
Dr Norma Bubier, Iwokrama Rain Forest Programme, Guyana 

  Peter Chatalos, CHEC International, UK 
  Dr Saadia Khan Chishti, CHEC-Pakistan 
  Indrajit Coomaraswamy, Former Director, Economic Affairs,  
      Commonwealth Secretariat 

     Sonia Dyne, Auroville International, UK 
     Eva Ekehorn, Society for Human Ecology 
     Professor Colin Fudge, RMIT, Australia 

Peter Goodchild, GARLAND Trust, Yorkshire 
Morteza Honari, CHEC-Australia 

   Patricia Kabatabazi, Community Based Impact Assessment Network for Eastern 
                           Africa (CIANEA), Uganda 

   Caleb Kakuyo, CHEC-Uganda 
Professor John Owen, Canada CHEC 
Dr Aisie Lucan, CHECSil, Sierra Leone 
Professor Eleanor Morris, CHEC International, UK 
Professor David Newsome, Foundation for Water Research, UK 
Mark Robinson, Commonwealth Consortium for Education (CCfE), UK 
Dhanapala Samarasekara, CHEC-Sri Lanka 

   Norbert Sangura, CHEC Kenya 
Norman Stannard, CHEC-New Zealand 

    Narelle Townsend, UN Liaison Officer, CHEC UN Representative 
Dr Nicholas Watts FRSA, London Metropolitan University, UK 

 
 
Members of the Executive Committee: 
John Bonham  Peter Chatalos  Zena Daysh       Ian Douglas   Sonia Dyne  Eva Ekehorn 
Peter Goodchild  Eleanor Morris   David Newsome    Mark Robinson           Nicholas Watts  
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10. CHEC Chapters and Country Contacts
 
 
 

  

Australia 
C/o Donnell Davis 
Tel: +61 – 73345 1800 
Fax: +61 – 7 3345 1700 

donnell@envirobusiness.org 
 
Bangladesh 
Dr. Anwar Hossain 
Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies 
620 Road 10/A 
New Dhanamondi 
GPO Box 3971 
Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Tel: +880 – 313 682 
 
Canada 
Prof. John Owen 
314 Lake Crescent  
Saskatoon. Saskatchewan 
Canada, S7H 3A2 
Tel: +1 – 306 374 7913  
jso195@mail.usak.ca  
 
The Gambia 
Mr. Badara N. Bajo 
PO Box 21, Banjul  
The Gambia 
Tel: +220 448 6301 
Fax: +220 4486026 
Mob: +220 4486301/9955063 
gepadg@yahoo.com 
 
India 
Prof. H.S Sharma 
Geography Department 
Univ of Rajasthan,  
Jaipur - 302004 
Rajasthan, India  
Tel: +91-141-2590046 
pachhora1@yahoo.com  
 
Kenya 
Mr. Norbert M. Sangura 
PO Box 1702-50200 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: +254 735 409867 
sanguranm@yahoo.com  
 
Malta  
Foundation for International Studies 
Old University Building  
St Paul Street 
Valletta VLT, Malta  
Tel: +356 – 212 234 4121 
Fax: +356 – 212 305 51 

New Zealand  
Mr. Norm Stannard / Mrs Margaret Evans 
Management and Quality Services Ltd 
PO Box 12369, Hamilton, New Zealand 
Tel: +67-7-8556579, Fax: +67-7-8552106 
m.q.sltd@xtra.co.nz  
 
Nigeria 
Hon. Levi Oguike  
Plot 11 Lord Lugard Street 
Askoro, Abuja 
FCT A11, Nigeria 
chec_nigeria@hotmail.com 
 
Pakistan  
Dr. Saadia Chishti 
House 29A, Street 18, F6/2 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Tel: +92 – 51 864 077/824 944  
dr._saadia@yahoo.com 
 
Papua New Guinea 
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson 
PO Box 7775 
Boroko, Port Moresby 
Papua New Guinea  
Tel: +675 – 325 9659  
coleraine@datec.net.pg  
 
Sierra Leone  
Dr. Aisie Lucan 
Y.W.C.A Headquarters 
Bismarck Johnson Street 
PO Box 806 
Brookfields, Freetown 
Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 – 240 383/076628345 
checsil@yahoo.com 
 
Sri Lanka 
Mr. Dhanapala Samarasekara 
Angulugaha, Galle 
Sri Lanka 
Tel: +94 – 10949 22432 
 
Uganda 
Mr. Caleb Kakuyo 
Mr. Sam Mbabala 
Plot 3-5 7EL Street, Industrial Area 
PO Box 659 
Kampala, Uganda 
ckakuyob@yahoo.com  

Sam Mbabala: samabala@yahoo.co.uk  

 

mailto:donnell@envirobusiness.org
mailto:jso195@mail.usak.ca
mailto:gepadg@yahoo.com
mailto:pachhora1@yahoo.com
mailto:sanguranm@yahoo.com
mailto:chec_nigeria@hotmail.com
mailto:dr._saadia@yahoo.com
mailto:coleraine@datec.net.pg
mailto:checsil@yahoo.com
ckakuyob@yahoo.com%20
mailto:samabala@yahoo.co.uk


 

 
 
 



 

  



 

CHEC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
 

 
Member Information (please print or type) 

Name  
Billing Address  

 
Town  
Country  
Postal Code  
Telephone  
Fax  
E-mail  

Membership Fees (please tick appropriate box) 

Ordinary  £  30  
Student £  10  

Corporate £  60  
Concessions (SHE Members, Over 65s) £  20  
Life Membership (over 60) £200  
Life Membership (under 60) £500  

 
Pledges 
I would also like to pledge a total of £_______________ to be paid:  
____ now ____ monthly ____ quarterly ____ yearly 
         

           Total Payment:_______ 
Payment Method 
I will make the above payment(s) by: 
____ Cash ____ Cheque ____ Credit Card* ____ Standing Order** ____ other____*** 
 
* VISA OR MASTERCARD ONLY  

Credit card type  
Credit card number  
Expiry date  
Authorised signature  

** Please contact the CHEC Office for details on Standing Orders 
 
*** For International Transfers: IBAN GB92 BOFS1211 0300 1721 59; SWIFT BIC BOFSGB21238 

Acknowledgement Information 

Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements: 

Please make cheques, corporate matches, or other gifts payable to: 
 
Commonwealth Human Ecology Council 
Church House, Newton Road 

Bayswater, London W2 5LS  
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0) 207 792 5934   Fax: +44 (0) 207 792 5948 

  
Signature 
Date 

 

Visit us @ www.checinternational.org 


