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CHEC’s new logo was unveiled early in 2021, designed by Emily Robinson and John McDonnell, in
consultation with the Governing Board of CHEC. The logo encompasses several elements: a tree, a
water droplet, pollinating bees, and the globe which are represen tative of some of CHEC’s projects
and interests in the field of human ecology.

The aim of the Commonwealth Human Ecology Council (CHEC), an educational charity,
is to further the importance of a holistic and sustainable view of the world and a
continuing emphasis on development through the implementation of human ecology.
CHEC's programmes strive to awaken the Commonwealth to the need for deeper
human and ecological philosophies in order to achieve a wider coalition between all
levels of society and the natural world on which they depend.
CHEC is supported by the Human Ecology Foundation (HEF). This is a subsidiary charity,
which manages CHEC's trust fund, and has its own board of trustees that supervises
both its capital and income. As such, it helps to fund CHEC's projects, as well as
supporting management of CHEC's website and social media activity.
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A Message from the Chair
Mark Robinson
During 2021, as CHEC entered its 51st year, the organisation has continued
to focus on areas of international concern such as climate change, food and
water security, pollution in the air and in the oceans, urban resilience as well as
the role of education in seeking improvements in all such matters where CHEC
believes human ecological thinking can help towards programmes that are aimed at achieving
sustainability. CHEC's efforts in this regard support the principles outlined by Heads of Government in
the Commonwealth Blue Charter. In this regard CHEC’s work has continued to focus on the
importance of protecting and restoring mangroves which help protect coastlines and the importance
of this has been highlighted by the concern of the 32 small member states about the impact of rising
sea levels, tropical storms, protection of coastal fishing grounds, corals, and reefs.
CHEC UK works with other CHEC Chapters and contacts around the Commonwealth, and in
partnership with civil society organisations globally. CHEC is a member of the Informal Forum of
Commonwealth Organisations (IFCO) which brings Commonwealth Accredited Organisations together
to discuss working in greater harmony and partnership. CHEC is also in Special Consultative Status
with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It is a member of the Commonwealth
Consortium for Education (CCfE) and the international development organisation, BOND.
As human ecology is a global subject, CHEC also works in partnership with ecological organisations,
including the Society for Human Ecology (SHE), supporting conferences on sustainability, human
ecology as well as other relevant activities. It is also seeking to broaden contacts within universities.
CHEC works in concert with both the Commonwealth Secretariat, to which it is accredited, and the
Commonwealth Foundation.
CHEC, having been accredited by UNFCCC, sent a delegation of seven persons to COP-26 in Glasgow
from 31 October to 12 November 2021. In an arrangement with New Zealand’s Waikato University,
CHEC sent daily reports of activities at COP-26 which were then shared across the Pacific. Having
moved out of its office in London in October 2020 to become a virtual organisation, meetings took
place on Zoom during the COVID-19 pandemic and webinars were held on climate related issues. As a
result, attendances at Governing Board meetings have increased with members tuning in from
outside the UK. Thanks to the facilities provided by the National Liberal Club through their
Commonwealth Forum, these meetings are hybrid with some attending on Zoom and others face to
face.

www.checinternational.org

5

Projects
Work on the bee project in Uganda had been continued, but due to the Covid-19 pandemic this had
to be cut short. Ideas are still being developed on ponds and water management in Bangladesh and
India and work on this continues. In mid-2020, CHEC was able to support the project Livelihood
Enhancement of Tribes and Biodiversity Conservation in Wayanad District, Kerala, India. In October
2021, CHEC and Bread and Water for Africa (UK), working in partnership through We are the Future
School Project in Sierra Leone, a new school in Freetown was completed and a video of the delighted
pupils is on the CHEC website. In November 2021 in Kenya, at Ilparakuo, Magadi, a partnership
project was started to establish a Children’s Learning Centre at the existing Maasai Village Polytechnic
and is due to be completed mid-2022.

Project Spotlight
We are the Future School
The We are the Future School Project saw CHEC join forces with Bread and Water for Africa UK (now
Street Child) to provide financial support to implement positive changes to the school in Freetown,
Sierra Leone.

Director John Sandy with students at the We are the Future School in Freetown, Sierra Leone
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Project Spotlight McDonnell
We are the Future School
It was identified in early 2020 that the We are the Future school was no longer fit for purpose due to
the growing number of students. 235 children made up nine student classes, but there were only
seven rooms in the school at the time. The toilets were also insufficient for the number of students
and teachers to meet the Core Humanitarian Standards. Meanwhile, one of the neighbouring schools
did not have the funds or infrastructure for a daily meal programme like the one We are the Future
provide for their students.
Due to this lack of space, only six groups of students were benefiting from a dedicated classroom,
whilst two were sharing the dining hall. Each day the two classes were causing each other disruption
during lessons and were forced to leave to setup and host lunch.
Recognising that the existing facilities were detrimental to the lives, wellbeing, and potential of the
students and staff at We are the Future School, the project looked to achieve reducing classroom
overcrowding and allow for safe social distance measures to be in place for teachers and pupils
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. The project also looked to improve school facilities in a way that
encouraged the best education practices and improved the health of both staff and students.

Progress on the new school building classrooms and bathroom facilities

www.checinternational.org
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Project Spotlight
We are the Future School
In response, the We Are the Future School Classroom Expansion Building Project launched in August
2020. The new classroom building is key to providing the best education and supporting the students
with an onsite meal programme, as well as helping the community by also providing meals for the
nearby school, CAPE in Freetown.

A section of the school garden used to supply WAF School and CAPE School with their lunch programme

With the support of funds from CHEC, the school was able to finish and furnish building the new
classrooms and four toilets to give students the space to learn without disruption and further
improve their health.

Students at We are the Future School excited about their new classrooms
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Project Spotlight
We are the Future School
The project video can be viewed on CHEC’s webpage here:

CHEC is immensely proud of being able to support the project for We are the Future School, helping
to support not only a safe and healthy learning environment, but also helping further the lunchtime
food programme for the students at WAF and nearby CAPE school in Freetown.
If you would like to learn more about this project and/or donate to future projects like We are the
Future School, please visit our website!
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Publications and Website
In April 2021, CHEC published Human Ecology Journal No. 31 on Pollution, tackling associated global
problems. Countries involved included Australia, The Gambia, India, Malaysia, New Zealand, and the
United Kingdom. Originally intended for the Kigali CHOGM in Rwanda, this meeting was postponed
until June 2022, so CHEC made this journal available for COP-26 in Glasgow in November 2021. Work
also started on Human Ecology Journal No 32 on Forests which will be available in June 2022 to mark
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee as well as for the Kigali CHOGM.

CHEC's website keeps friends of human ecology updated about discussions around the
Commonwealth on climate change adaptation and mitigation, the state of soil, rivers, lakes, and
oceans with a monthly and bi-monthly newsletter. This looks at how our consumption affects the
environment and what we can do about it. All of CHEC’s reports are available not only on our
webpage but are also emailed to our subscribers The quiet of lockdown has enabled CHEC to build
followers on the social media with great effect. on the
CHEC is now active and can be found on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram, and YouTube! M

CHEC is dependent on the contributions of members, both in the form of voluntary work and through
contributions from funds. We have a range of membership options available – including annual and life-long,
student membership, and concessions for over 65s and SHE Members. CHEC will also display any job or
volunteer opportunities on our page.
.
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Events
Earth Day 2021
On Earth Day – April 22nd, 2021 -- CHEC hosted a webinar on the topic of The Climate in Crisis. The
webinar, in conjunction with the National Liberal Club’s Commonwealth Forum, was livestreamed on
Zoom and YouTube.
The event was opened by CHEC Chair Mark Robinson who introduced Climate Reality Leader and
CHEC Trustee Emily Robinson. Emily presented a superb talk on the current state of the world in
relation to climate change; the causes and what can be done going forward. David Gomez, Director of
the Ramphal Institute responded before Kamela Palma, Chair of the Ramphal Institute, shared closing
remarks, after a lively question and answer session.
The event was extremely interesting and was attended well. If you were not able to attend the event
at the time a recording is now available on our YouTube channel or can be watched directly below:

www.checinternational.org

11

Events
COP26 in Glasgow
The United Nations Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC) 26th Conference of Parties (COP) took
place in Glasgow from 31st October to 13th November 2021. The Commonwealth Human Ecology
Council was admitted as an accredited observer to COP26. Five of our governing board members
attended – CHEC Chair Mark Robinson, Jane Samuels, Trevor Peel, Emily Robinson, and Subbu
Loganathan – CHEC was also supported by David Gomez and Nicholas Watts.

COP26 Scottish Event Campus in Glasgow

Trustee Jane Samuels at COP26

CHEC Chair Mark Robinson and Trustee Trevor Peel in Glasgow

www.checinternational.org
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Events
COP26 in Glasgow
The delegates were helped by a lot of hard work from CHEC’s web and social media consultant John
McDonnell (details on the CHEC COP26 hub here) with support and assistance from other governing
board members including Ian Douglas, Ripin Kalra, Rhonda Cox, Eva Ekehorn, and Michael Mutter.

CHEC delegates Emily Robinson and Subbu Loganathan on the way to Glasgow from Kings Cross Station in London

The CHEC team traveled by train to Glasgow from different parts of the UK and spent an eventful two
weeks at the conference, attending many illuminating and insightful discussions and plenary events,
and had a bird’s-eye view of the key climate negotiations and outcomes.

Former US Vice President Al Gore at COP26 - one of the many sessions attended by the CHEC delegation
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Events
COP26 in Glasgow
CHEC delegates also interacted with a multitude of climate activists, sustainable development
practitioners and prominent academics in this field, which has resulted in lasting contributions to
furthering our Human Ecology mission through education and projects around the Commonwealth.
CHEC met many passionate delegates and activists from all corners of the world championing the key
goals of COP26, especially to secure global net zero by 2050 and adapt to protect local communities
and habitats.

Kaluki Matuku (Youth4Nature) with CHEC delegates Jane Samuels and Subbu Loganathan

If you would like to learn more about CHEC’s interactions and interviews with other NGO’s, IGO’s and
delegates – their interviews can be found in the COP26 daily videos on our YouTube channel here.
Several highlights include CHEC meeting Kaluki Matuku the Regional Director of Africa for
Youth4Nature, who attended and spoke at some of the key youth sessions at COP26 and provided
very insightful commentary on Youth and Climate Action and Isaac Aboah, Ghana Delegate and EV
start-up founder, who showcased the role of young African entrepreneurs in the energy transition
initiatives.
The Glasgow COP 26 conference was the first to dedicate a full day to Cities, in order to highlight that
over half of the world’s population live in cities, and urban buildings account for 40% of global carbon
emissions each year.

www.checinternational.org
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Events
COP26 in Glasgow
There was a commitment from the COP 26 presidency to bring together national, regional and city
level leaders, alongside the private sector, to deliver deep collaboration to accelerate climate action
across the built environment over the next decade.
Numerous pavilions were held with sessions dedicated to cities, the built environment, urban
planning, architecture and side events on urban adaption, mitigation, and resilience throughout the
two weeks of COP 26. Examples included reviewing the aims for city level NDCs, accelerating climate
innovation and action for cities and communities, and water resilience for the urban sector.
The Commonwealth Secretariat Ministerial Meeting on Mangroves with the Secretary General was
hosted by Rotary International (RI) and built on earlier discussions on mangrove protection and
restoration leading up to and including COP26.

CHEC Chair Mark Robinson with Ghana’s Minister of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation, Dr Kwaku Afriyie

Ministers spoke openly and frankly about the need to guarantee future action to ensure funding
offered by Rotary International would be appropriate and effective. The meeting was instructive for
CHEC’s current UK PACT application, which includes restoration of mangroves in Nigeria.
The Commonwealth Secretary-General, the Rt Hon Patricia Scotland, reminded everyone that
mangroves found in 42 Commonwealth countries were crucial in nature’s battle with rising oceans.

www.checinternational.org
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Events
COP26 in Glasgow
The World Health Organisation published, ahead of the conference, a COP26 Special Report on
Climate Change and Health with 10 recommendations, proposing a set of priority actions from the
global health community to governments and policy makers, calling on them to act with urgency on
the current climate and health crises.
The recommendations were developed in consultation with over 150 organisations and 400 experts
and health professionals, intended to inform governments and other stakeholders ahead of the 26th
Conference of the Parties (COP26) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and to highlight various opportunities for governments to prioritise health and equity in the
international climate movement and sustainable development agenda.
Overall, CHEC delegates are very hopeful about the outcomes of the conference in Glasgow.

Climate Protestors outside the COP26 Blue Zone in Glasgow
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News from CHEC’s Network and Partners
COP26 with the University of Waikato in New Zealand
…

New Zealand CHEC representatives Margaret Evans (HEF trustee), Norm Stannard (CHEC patron), and
associate Prof Tom Roa organised a partnership with the University of Waikato to host a parallel
Pacific regional COP26 Programme. The Hamilton event gathered some 60 local panelists into daily
zoom sessions on Glasgow's themes, with extensive support from Prof Ian Douglas, prefaced daily
with reviews from the CHEC team on the ground, and daily videos created by Emily Robinson now
archived on our YouTube channel here. The University also organized follow up community-based
seminars to spread the message and ignite community activism. The University of Waikato hosts the
Zena Daysh memorial PhD fellowship, and acknowledged CHEC's founder, Zena Daysh, in her lifetime
with an Honorary Doctorate for her human ecology work

COP26 CHEC Special Report from Samoa
..

CHEC was also able to share a special report for COP26 from Samoa on the impacts of climate change
on the pacific island nation. Our colleagues in Samoa - Nicc and Max - discuss the real-life impacts
that climate change is having on their livelihoods in their country. Their testimony is spoken clearly
over recorded footage of the destructive effects climate change has had on their lands. They explain
how their culture is being destroyed each and every year by the terrifying effects of climate change,
something that they, along with other Pacific Islands, contribute least to. The Special Report is
available on our YouTube channel or can be watched directly below:
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CHEC Governance
Members of the CHEC Governing Board Nov 2021
Honorary President:
Patrons:
Chair:
Honorary Treasurer:
Company Secretary:

Hon. Levi Oguike, CHEC Nigeria
Mr Norman Stannard, New Zealand
Ms Narelle Townsend, Australia
Mark Robinson, CHEC UK
John Bonham, CHEC UK
Eva Ekehorn, CHEC UK

Other Members of the Board:
Rhonda Cox, Trinidad & Tobago High Commission, UK
Dr Saadyah Chishti, CHEC Pakistan
Hon. Sannusi Daggash, CHEC Nigeria
Dr Donnell Davis, CHEC Australia
Emeritus Prof Ian Douglas, School of Environment, Education and Development, University of Manchester, UK
Dr Morteza Honari, Dr Honari Education Institute, Tehran
Daniel Hunt, Santander UK
Subbu Loganathan, Pico Analytics UK
Patricia Kabatabazi, CIANEA, Uganda
Ripin Kalra, University of Westminster, UK
Dr T I Khan, Indira Gandhi’s Centre for Human Ecology, Univ. of Rajasthan, Jaipur, India
Michael Mutter OBE (formerly DFID UK)
Trevor Peel, National Liberal Club, UK
Emily Robinson, Pico Analytics, UK
James Ross, Conductor and Music Director, UK
Norbert Sangura, CHEC Kenya
Caryll Stephen, Foundation for Water Research, UK
Jane Samuels, Tools of Change, UK
Kabir Shaikh CBE, formerly UNESCO, UK
Staff and Consultants:
John McDonnell, Communications Officer
Zena Daysh and Donald Denman Human Ecology Foundation (HEF)
CHEC is supported by its subsidiary charity, the Human Ecology Foundation (HEF). This can provide support to
small projects either solely or in joint funding, either financial or in kind, with other partner in Commonwealth
developing countries.
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Financial Statement

31.12.21
£

31.12.20
£

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS
Donations and legacies
Grants
Subscriptions & donations
Exceptional items

656
50

5,000
1,478
-

706

6,478

Investment income
Investment income received
Deposit account interest

28,001
43

18,999
6

28,044

19,005

28,750

25,483

.
12,000

.
5,798

3,418
1,241
394
160
939
1,153
900
8,383
-

746
7,679
1,200
103
645
13
1,696
239
1,050
8,272
1,408

16,588

23,051

-

16

1,500

1,633
1,500

1,500

3,133

30,088

31,998

(1,338)

(6,515)

Total incoming resources
EXPENDITURE
Charitable activities
Project expenditure
Support costs
Management
Trustees' expenses
Rent, rates & insurance
Repairs & renewals
Light and heat
Postage, telephone & fax
Printing & publications
Sundry expenses
Travel, conferences & admin
Administration costs
IT consultancy
Loss on sale of tangible fixed assets
Finance
Bank charges
Governance costs
Wages
Accountancy and legal fees

Total resources expended
Net expenditure
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Support CHEC
Support our Projects
CHEC has successfully implemented projects and programmes in the following Commonwealth
countries: Kenya, Uganda, The Gambia, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Malta, New Zealand, India, Canada,
Guyana, Barbados, Sierra Leone, Pakistan, Nigeria, Australia, and Sri Lanka. The work of CHEC is
supported by many foundations and trusts, particularly the Commonwealth Foundation and
the Commonwealth Secretariat, but with help from UN agencies like UNESCO, UN Habitat, UNEP, the
UK and other governments and by the voluntary efforts of both members and non-member friends
and colleagues.

There are several ways you can support the
Commonwealth Human Ecology Council:
Become a member here
Donate here
Subscribe to our Monthly Newsletter here
and don’t forget to

CHEC us out on our social media pages on Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, Instagram, and YouTube!

Photo: Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda (Photo by: Emily Robinson)
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